
DOWN EAST NEW ENGLAND
DIALECT TEST ANSWERS

This is Paul’s phonetic transcription and his choice of signature sound
numbers for the passage below. It’s the answer sheet to the test you found at
http://www.paulmeier.com/TESTS/DowneastTest.pdf Compare your work
with his. You may also compare your recording of the sentence with his at:
http://www.paulmeier.com/TESTS/DowneastTestAnswers.mp3

Plowing through the snow to clear the
8 a 6 9

ˈpʰlɐʊɪn θɹu ðə ˈsno ɾə ˌkʰlɪə ðə

mountain road, the raw, icy blizzard caught
8 d 6 5 7 c 9 5

ˈmɐʊnʔən ˈɹod | ðə ˈɹɒ̜ə ˈʌɪsɪ ˈblɪzəd kʰɒ̜ət̚

Rona and Mark off guard, forcing them to
6 b 10 1 10 11 a

ˈɹonəɹən ˈmaːkʰ ˈɒˑf ˈgaːd | ˈfɒ̜əsn̩    əm tə

return home fast, just in time for hot clam
3 6 2 7 11 1

ɹəˈtʰɜːn hom ˈfaːst | ˈdʒɐst ɪn ˈtʰʌɪm fə ˈhɒˑt̚ kʰlæm



2

chowder and a warm fire; certainly a great
8 b 11 7 9 3 d c 4

ˈtʃ͡ɐʊdəɹən ə ˈwɒˑəm ˈfʌɪə | ˈsɜːʔənlɪ ə ˌgɹeːʔ̚

climax to a demanding day.
7 2 a 4

ˈkʰlʌɪmæks tʰu ə dɪˈmaːndɪn ˈdeː
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