
GENERAL AMERICAN DIALECT
TEST ANSWERS

This is Paul’s phonetic transcription and his choice of signature sound
numbers for the passage below. It’s the answer sheet to the test you found
at:

http://www.paulmeier.com/TESTS/GeneralAmericanTest.pdf.

Compare your work with his. You may also compare your recording of the
sentence with his at:

http://www.paulmeier.com/TESTS/GeneralAmericanTestAnswers.mp3

Camping in the blazing summer sun at Big Bend
15 2 13 12 9 15 g 3 g 2 8

ˈkʰæmpɪŋ ɪn ðə ˈbleɪzɪŋ ˈsʌmə˞ ˈsʌn ət ˈbɪg ˈbɛn

National Park is extraordinary: slowly
12 3 2 c/d 11 3 2 3/g//h/c 12 7 12

ˈnæʃənɫ ̩ ˈpʰɑə˞kʰ ɪz ˌɛkstɹəˈɔə˞dɪnɛəɹi | ˈsloʊli

hiking each path, quickly grasping all
a 6 15 1/g 13 f 2 12 11 1/g 15 5 12

ˈhaɪkʰɪŋ ˈ?it͡ʃ ˈpʰæːθ | ˈkʍɪkli̥ ˈgɹæːspɪŋ ˈ?ɒɫ

details of the many and varied plants and
e 9 12 13 8 3/g/h 12 1/g

dəˈtʰeɪɫz əv ðə ˈmɛni ənd ˈvɛəɹid plæ̥ːnts ənd



animals, while simultaneously tuning into
12 f 6 12 d 6 12 9 12 14 15 2

ˈænəmɫz̩ | waɪɫ saiml ̩̍ tʰeɪnɪəsli tʰunɪŋ ˈɪntʰə

the awesome and hostile terrain, made rustic
13 5 a 4 12/b 11 9 9 11 g 2

ði ˈɒːsəm ənd ˈhɑstəɫ  tʰəˈɹeɪn | meɪd ˈɹʌstɪk

and very beautiful by fire, wind, and rain.
3/g/h 10 12 6 6 f 2/g 11 9

n̩   ˌvɛɹi ˈbjuːdəfɫ ̩ baɪ ˈfaɪə˞ ˈwɪnd ən ˈɹeɪn
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