
DEEP SOUTH DIALECT TEST 
 

Now that you have studied this dialect, naturally you want to find out how 

good you are.  You should be able to perform the monologues and practice 

sentences accurately and convincingly. But can you successfully apply what 

you have learned to an unfamiliar text?  Could you teach this dialect to 

someone else? Or dialect-coach a production?  To help you answer those 

questions, here’s a little test to help you find out. 
 

Print this page, and for the passage below write in the numbers of the 

signature sounds and additional features you have learned. Also (optional), 

phonetically transcribe the passage, completing what Paul has started for you.  

You should be able to find or create examples of every signature sound and 

additional feature.  Then compare your work with Paul’s completed 

transcription at: 

 

https://www.paulmeier.com/TESTS/DeepSouthTestAnswers.pdf 

 

Next, record it and compare your recording with Paul’s at: 

 

https://www.paulmeier.com/TESTS/DeepSouthTestAnswers.mp3 
 

 

I was taught that the murdering Debforths 
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a wəz ˈtʰɑʊt̚ ðət̚ ðə ˈmɜːdəɹɪ̞n  ˈdɛɪəbfoʊəθs 
 

 

came through town from a hollow in the  
 

 

 

https://www.paulmeier.com/TESTS/DeepSouthTestAnswers.pdf
https://www.paulmeier.com/TESTS/DeepSouthTestAnswers.mp3
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hills up north; but that my forceful uncle 
 

 

 

 

Harry, with grandpa Newton – he was never  
 

 

 

 

known to wash in forty years – started to  
 

 

 

 

appropriate everything left behind after the  
 

 

 

 

war to defend the Boyles’ lost family honor. 
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