
Paul Meier’s transcription of Edmund, King Lear, 1:2 

In the original pronunciation 
 

The numbers under the text refer to his “signature sounds”; the letters refer to his additional 

features. These are fully explained in his The Original Pronunciation of Shakespeare's 

English. (Though it’s a free download, it is copyright-protected.) 

 

 

Thou, nature, art my goddess; to thy law 
          2          4     1          10        a        8                                 3        8 

ðəʊ    nɛːtʰə˞  a˞t   mɪ  gɑdɛs        tʰə ðəɪ lɑː 
 

My services are bound. Wherefore should I 
       a      11                    a          2               f         4        1                            2  

mɪ  sɐ˞vɪsɪz      ə˞ bəʊnd       ʍɛ˞fɔ˞          ʃʊd əi 
 

Stand in the plague of custom, and permit 
      7           a                     4                        6                  7     a        11 

stand ɪ    ðə pʰlɛːg     ə kʰɤstəm an pʰɐ˞mɪtʰ 
 

The curiosity of nations to deprive me, 
                 4      8        5               4  h                               3              a 

ðə kʰju̹ɹiɑsɪtʰəɪ ə nɛːsjənz tʰə dɪpʰɹəɪv mɪ 
 
For that I am some twelve or fourteen moon-shines 
     1          7    3   7           6                                 a/1       1        12             9               3 

fə˞   ðatʰ əi am sɤm tʰʍɛɫv    ə˞   fo˞tʰeːn    mu̹nʃəɪnz 
 

Lag of a brother?  Why bastard? wherefore base? 
     7                        6       1            f      3        7       1            f       4         1           4 

lag əv ə bɹɤðə˞         ʍəɪ bastə˞d     ʍɛ˞fɔ˞    bɛːs 
 
When my dimensions are as well compact, 
  f                     3                     h               10                                   g     7 

ʍɛn    məɪ dəmɛnsjənz a˞ əz wɛɫ kʰəmpʰaktʰ 
 

My mind as generous, and my shape as true, 
      a        3                           d                  7              a           4                      9 

mɪ məɪnd əz d͡ʒɛnɹəs   and   mɪ   ʃɛːp   əz tɹu̹ː 
 
As honest madam’s issue? Why brand they us 
  a          8                    7                           a           f      3          7                 4      6 

az  ɑnɪst madəmz      ɪsjə     ʍəɪ  bɹand  ðɛ   ɤs 
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With base? with baseness? bastardy? base, base? 
       a            4               a            4                            7       1    5           4              4 

wɪ     bɛːs     wɪ    bɛːsnəs      bastʰɐ˞dəɪ bɛːs bɛːs 


