Paul Meier’s transcription of Edmund, King Lear, 1:2
In the original pronunciation

The numbers under the text refer to his “signature sounds”; the letters refer to his additional
features. These are fully explained in his The Original Pronunciation of Shakespeare's
English. (Though it’s a free download, it is copyright-protected.)

Thou, nature, art my goddess; to thy law

2 4 1 10 a 8 3 8
dauv neitho~ a~t mrI gades  the darla:

My services are bound. Wherefore should I
a 11 a 2 f 4 1

2
mI se-visiz o~ bavnd  me-fo- Jod ai

Stand in the plague of custom, and permit
7 a 4 6 7 a 11

stand1 @9 p"le:;g o kMystam an p"e-mit"

The curiosity of nations to deprive me,
4 8 5 4 h 3 a

da kMjusiaszt"a1 o ne:sjanz ths dip"iaIv mr

For that I am some twelve or fourteen moon-shines
1 7 37 6 a/l 1 12 9 3

fo~ Odat"siam sym t"metv o~ fo-t"e:n munfainz

Lag of a brother? Why bastard? wherefore base?
7 6

1 f 3 7 1 f 4 1 4
lag av o buyda- mai basta~-d me-fo~  be:s

When my dimensions are as well compact,
f 3 h 10 g 7

MeN maI damensjanz a~ 9z wet k"ampnakth

My mind as generous, and my shape as true,
a 3 d 7 g 4 9

mi maInd 9z d3enyas and mI Je:p 9z tuu:

a

As honest madam’s issue? Why brand they us
a 8 7 a f 3 7 4 6

az anist madamz 1sjoa  ma1 bisand Oe ¥s
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With base? with baseness? bastardy? base, base?
a 4 a 4 7 15 4 4

wi bess wr beisnas  bastMe-darbe:s be:s



